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Revoicing 
(“So, do you mean...”) 
The teacher essentially tries to repeat (clarify) some or all of what the student has said, and then asks the 
student to respond and verify whether or not the teacher’s revoicing is correct.  Teachers may phrase 
statements as a question or guess to give student a chance to clarify his/her thinking or comment.  This move 
is useful when you are trying to understand what a student is saying or wanting students to understand what a 
classmate has shared.   
 
 

Paraphrasing 
(“Can you repeat what he just said in your own words?”) 
Instead of the teacher revoicing, the students are asked to paraphrase for one another.  This move is used to 
give students more time to process information and adds to the likelihood that they will follow the 
conversation and understand the thinking.  It also sends the message to the speaker that his/her comments 
are being taken seriously. 
 
 

Agree or Disagree? Why? 
Students are asked to apply their own reasoning to someone else’s contribution by responding to the prompt: 
“Do you agree or disagree with that idea?  Why or why not?”  The teacher refrains from supporting one 
position or another at this stage.  At this point, the move is being used to elicit respectful discussion of ideas.  
Later on as students more fully understand the issues, strategic questioning will be used to ensure students 
converge on the correct understanding. 
 
 

Prompting for Further Participation 
(“Would someone like to add on?”) 
This prompting for more input on previous statements, over time, results in students showing more 
willingness to weigh in on what the group is considering. 
 
 

Using Wait Time 
(“Take your time…we’ll wait…”) 
The move of silence.  Researchers ask that teachers wait at least 10 seconds before looking for some thinking 
to be shared.  Few students can speedily put together an answer to the complex questions we are asking 
about their reasoning.  Let’s model that good thinking takes time.   


